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SUBJECT: LANDING RIGHTS ON MASIRAH ISLAND: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. FOLLOWING EXCHANGE THIS SUBJECT OCCURRED AT DOD PRESS 
BRIEFING JANUARY 20: 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT WE ARE ASKING OMAN FOR PERMISSION TO 
USE AN OMANI BASE FOR OCCASIONAL LANDINGS? 

A. OF COURSE THAT IS A STATE DEPARTMENT QUESTION. I THINK, 
HOWEVER, THAT THAT'S ESSENTIALLY CORRECT. 

Q. WE ARE NOT ASKING FOR A BASE, PER SE. 

A. NO BASE. OUR ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ON A BASE WAS THAT 
WE HAVE NOT EVEN BEEN NEGOTIATING WITH THEM FOR A BASE; 
THEREFORE, WE HAVE NO AGREEMENT FOR A BASE. LANDING RIGHTS, 
OCCASIONALLY, YES- 

Q. WE HAVE NEGOTIATED FOR A BASE OR NOT? 

A. WE HAVE NOT. WE'RE TALKING TWO DIFFERENT THINGS HERE, 

A BASE AND LANDING RIGHTS. LANDING RIGHTS, WE'RE DISCUS- 
SING; WE HAVE NOTHING ON THE BASE. 

Q. HAVE THESE DISCUSSIONS BEEN CARRIED ON IN CONNECTION 
WITH THIS MASSIVE ARMS SALES TO OMAN? 

A. I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. THAT WOULD HAVE TO 
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GO TO STATE. 

Q. WHAT KIND OF MILITARY AIRCRAFT WOULD WE USE THAT KIND 
OF A BASE AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE. 

A. I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

2. FOLLOWING IS APPROVED PRESS GUIDANCE FOR DEPARTMENT 
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SPOKESMAN'S USE. SUBJECT DID NOT ARISE AT JANUARY 20 
DEPARTMENT BRIEFING. 

Q. IS IT TRUE THAT THE UNITED STATES IS ESTABLISHING A 
BASE IN OMAN? 

A. WE HAVE NO PLANS TO ESTABLISH A BASE THERE. 

FYI: PRESS REPORTS FROM LONDON HAVE "AUTHORITATIVE" 

BRITISH SOURCES STATING THAT U.S., OMAN AND BRITAIN ARE 
NOW DISCUSSING U.S. USE OF MASIRAH. 

IF PRESSED: 

Q. WHAT ABOUT THE STORIES COMING FROM LONDON THAT THE 
U.S., BRITAIN AND OMAN ARE DISCUSSING U.S. USE OF THE 
BRITISH BASE ON THE OMANI ISLAND OF MASIRAH? 

A. I HAVE SAID WE ARE NOT ESTABLISHING A BASE. WE DID 
DISCUSS WITH THE RULER OF OMAN, DURING HIS RECENT VISIT 
HERE, OUR INTEREST IN HAVING PERMISSION FOR U.S. MILITARY 
AIRCRAFT TO USE LANDING FACILITIES OCCASIONALLY, AS 
REQUIRED, AT THE AIRFIELD ON MASIRAH ISLAND IN OMAN, WHICH 
IS OPERATED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. SUCH OCCASIONAL USE 
IS NOW UNDER DISCUSSION WITH BOTH THE OMANI AND UK GOVERN- 
MENTS. 

Q. WHAT WOULD THE AIRFIELD BE USED FOR? WOULD U.S. SUP- 
PORT PERSONNEL BE KEPT THERE? HAS CONGRESS BEEN NOTIFIED? 

A. I AM SORRY, I CANNOT GO INTO DETAIL AT THIS POINT, 

EXCEPT TO SAY THAT WE DO NOT ENVISAGE A PERMANENT IRESENCE. 
AS I HAVE SAID, THE SUBJECT IS UNDER DISCUSSION BETWEEN 
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GOVERNMENTS. COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS CONCERNED ARE BEING 
INFORMED OF THOSE DISCUSSIONS. 

Q. BUT WHY DID THE U.S. MAKE THE REQUEST? WHY DO YOU 
NEED LANDING RIGHTS THERE? 

A. I'VE ALREADY TOLD YOU - WE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE TO 
LAND AT MASIRAH OCCASIONALLY OR IN AIRCRAFT EMERGENCIES. 
YOU SHOULD NOT READ ANY MORE INTO THE DUSCUSSIONS THAN 
THAT. I WOULD SIMPLY NOTE THAT HAVING SUCH LANDING RIGHTS 
FALLS WITHIN THE PATTERN OF MORE FREQUENT AND MORE REGULAR 
U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE IN THE AREA ANNOUNCED SOME TIME AGO. 

FYI: SECRETARY SCHLESINGER, IN HIS NOVEMBER 30, 1973 
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PRESS CONFERENCE SAID: "WE INTEND TO REESTABLISH THE 
PATTERN OF REGULAR VISITS INTO THE INDIAN OCEAN AND WE 
EXPECT THAT OUR PRESENCE THERE WILL BE MORE FREQUENT AND 
MORE REGULAR THAN IN THE PAST." 

Q. IS THE SALE OF TOW'S A QUID PRO QUO FOR GETTING THE 
LANDING RIGHTS? 

A. NO. KISSINGER 
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